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boldly ignored the bequest and seized the kingdom. The
Senate was forced once more to create an extraordinary
command : they sent L. Lucullus and Aurelius Cotta, the
consuls of 74 B. c., to Asia Minor with a strong army and fleet,
while M. Antonius, with very extensive powers over the whole
Mediterranean coast, was to fight the pirates who were in
alliance with Mithradates. The war went slowly on. Antonius
was unsuccessful; Lucullus did better, driving Mithradates
out of Asia Minor back to Armenia, and inflicting a severe
defeat on Tigranes, king of Armenia and allied with Mithra-
dates.

War was only beginning in the East and still far from an
end in Spain, when Capua in Italy became a centre of union
for all the bands of runaway slaves wandering about the
country, and for other discontented sections of the population.
A band of gladiators, led by Spartacus, a Thracian, broke out
of their barracks at Capua, and settled on the slopes of
Vesuvius, where they soon grew into an organized and well-
armed force. Celts and Thracians, excellent natural fighters,
formed the backbone of this army; and these men were not
mere barbarians : they knew very well that their kinsmen in
the far North were not only free but strong also, and they had
grounds for hoping that they could fight their way back to
their own country. If they lost the game, it was not because the
Senate showed itself able to cope with the revolt. Spartacus,
by winning victory after victory, actually opened the way
to the North; but a large part of his army preferred to
remain in Italy, robbing and killing their former masters;
and thus the power of the revolted slaves gradually melted
away. Even so, the Senate could only deal with these
diminishing hordes of banditti by creating yet another extra-
ordinary command: in 71 B. c. they commissioned M. Licinius
Crassus, a praetor and one of Sulla's officers, to carry the war
to a conclusion.

By 70 B. c. the crisis in foreign affairs was over: peace
was restored in Spain, the claws of Mithradates were pared,
in Italy the slaves were ruthlessly slaughtered, and only the
pirates still mocked the power of Rome. But there was
profound dissatisfaction at home, especially among the
knights, the business men, and the capitalists. The destruc-
tion wrought by the slaves in Italy was felt by them as much
as by the senators; but the success of the pirates and the
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